United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-14S0 
www.usplo.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/693,895 


10/28/2003 


Takcaki Hashimoto 


Q78194 


4033 



23373 7590 10/25/2007 

SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 

2100 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, N.W. 

SUITE 800 

WASHINGTON. DC 20037 



EXAMINER 



VO, QUANG N 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2625 



MAIL DATE 



10/25/2007 



DELIVERY MODE 



PAPER 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/693.895 


Applicant(s) 

HASHIMOTO, TAKEAKI 


cxaiTiiriur 
Quang N. Vo 


Art Unit 

2625 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even If timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-17 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

The numbering of claims is not in accordance with 37 CFR 1.126 which requires 
the original numbering of the claims to be preserved throughout the prosecution. When 
claims are canceled, the remaining claims must not be renumbered. When new claims 
are presented, they must be numbered consecutively beginning with the number next 
following the highest numbered claims previously presented (whether entered or not). 

The last of claim 16 should be renumbered to claim 17. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
fomri the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1- 6, 8-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Schwier et al. (Schwier) (US 6,924,906). 



Application/Control Number: 10/693,895 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2625 

With regard to claim 1 , Scliwier discloses a print system (column 1 , line 6) 
comprising: a plurality of printers each having infomnation identifying the printer (e.g., 
print server has information on printer devices, column 4, lines 24-28); a host section 
that transmits print data to the plurality of printers to instruct the printers to carry out 
printing (column 4, lines 18-28); a discharge portion to which prints froni each printer 
are discharged (e.g., postprocessing device such as a collecting device, column 4, lines 
54-63); a printer particular information providing device with which during printing, the 
printer provides, on each print to be discharged from the discharge portion, particular 
information indicating which printer has produced the print (column 5, lines 1-15). 

With regard to claim 2, Schwier discloses wherein each of the printers 
determines a position at which the particular infonnation is to be provided, from a size of 
the print data transmitted to the printer (column 5, lines 9-1 5). 

With regard to claim 3, Schwier discloses wherein the particular infonnation is a 
printed indication on a printed surface of the print, and the printer analyzes print data, 
present around the detemiined particular information provided position and applies, on 
the basis of results of the analysis, an indication which is less noticeable than the print 
data present around the determined particular infonnation provided position but which 
can still be visually discovered (e.g., individual infonnation is assigned to each page..., 
column 5, lines 9-13). 

With regard to claim 4, Schwier discloses wherein the position at which the 
particular information is provided varies with the printers, and each of the printers 
determines a position at which the particular information is to be provided on the basis 
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of the information identifying the printer (e.g., whereby the page information is printed at 
suitable locations of the respective printed pages in printer devices 4 and 5, column 5, 
lines 10-12). 

With regard to claim 5, Schwier discloses wherein the particular information is a 
printed indication on an end portion of the printed surface of the print (e.g., whereby the 
page information is printed at suitable locations of the respective printed pages in printer 
devices 4 and 5, column 5, lines 10-12). 

With regard to claim 6, Schwier discloses wherein said indication comprises dots 
(bar code, column 5, line 9) and said print data present around the determined particular 
information provided position comprises data of dots present around which are printed 
around the dots (e.g., bar code is assigned to each page, column 5, lines 9-15). 

With regard to claim 8, Schwier discloses a printer (e.g., printing system, column 
4, line 11) comprising: an analyzing device analyzing print data (e.g., central print 
server, column 4, lines 11-12), and an indication providing device which provides an 
indication which is unnoticeable but can still be visually discovered, on a print to be 
produced, on the basis of results of the analysis (e.g., print server and printer producing 
bar code (dots) on printed page, column 4, line 65 - column 5, line 15). 

With regard to claim 9, the subject matter is similar to claim 1 . Therefore claim 9 
is rejected as set forth above claim 1 . 

With regard to claim 10, Schwier discloses wherein the size of the print data 
transmitted to the printer corresponds to a size of the print to be discharged from the 
discharge portion (column 2, lines 36-41). 
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With regard to claim 1 1 , Schwier discloses wherein the particular information 
indicating which printer has produced the print is printed on the each print to be 
discharged from the discharge portion (column 5. lines 9-13). 

With regard to claim 12; Schwier discloses wherein the particular information 
indicating which printer has produced the print is different for each printer of the plurality 
of printers (e.g., whereby the page information is printed at suitable locations of the 
printed pages in the printer devices 4 and 5, column 5, lines 10-12). 

With regard to claim 13, Schwier discloses wherein the particular information 
indicating which printer has produced the print is printed on different portions of the 
print, depending on which printer of the plurality of printers produced the print (e.g., 
whereby the page information is printed at suitable locations of the printed pages in the 
printer devices 4 and 5, column 5, lines 10-12). 

With regard to claim 14, Schwier discloses wherein the particular information 
indicating which printer has produced the print comprises a mark which indicates which 
printer produced the print (e.g., bar code, column 5, lines 9-13). 

With regard to claim 15, Schwier discloses wherein the mark comprises a 
plurality of dots and gradation values (e.g., bar code (dots), column 5, lines 9-13). 



Application/Control Number: 10/693,895 
Art Unit: 2625 



Page 6 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the . 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7, 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schwier et al. (Schwier) (US 6,924,906) as applied to claims 1-3, 5, 6, 14 and 15 
above, and further in view of Schramm et al. (Schramm) (US 6,501 ,564). . 

With regard to claim 7, Schwier differs from claim 7, in that he does not explicitly 
teach wherein a gradation value for the dots is a value deviating from an average value 
for the dot gradation value of the dots present around by about 128 gradations. 

Schramm discloses a gradation value for the dots is a value deviating from an 
average value for the dot gradation value of the dots present around by about 128 
gradations (column 4, line 45 - column 5, line 14). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have modified Schwier to include a gradation value for the dots is a 
value deviating from an average value for the dot gradation value of the dots present 
around by about 128 gradations as taught by Schramm. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have modified Schwier by 
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the teaching of Schramm to trach image document from printers connected on network 
more effectively. 

With regard to claim 16, Schwier differs from claim 16, in that he does not 
explicitly teach wherein each dot corresponds to a color comprising one of yellow, 
magenta and cyan. 

Schramm discloses wherein each dot corresponds to a color comprising one of 
yellow, magenta and cyan (column 4, lines 45-54; column 5, lines 32-40). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have modified Schwier to include each dot corresponds to a color 
comprising one of yellow, magenta and cyan as taught by Schramm. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have modified 
Schwier by the teaching of Schramm to track image document from printers connected 
oh network more effectively. 

With regard to claim 17. Schwier differs from claim 17, in that he does not 
explicitly teach wherein each gradation value corresponds to a combination comprising 
colors of yellow, magenta and cyan. 

Schramm discloses each gradation value corresponds to a combination 
comprising colors of yellow, magenta and cyan (column 5, lines 32-40). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have modified Schwier to include each gradation value corresponds 
to a combination comprising colors of yellow, magenta and cyan as taught by Schramm. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
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to have modified Schwier by the teaching of Schramm to track image document from 
printers connected on network more effectively. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quang N. Vo whose telephone number is 5712701 1.21 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM-5:00PM Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, King Y. Pobn can be reached on 5712727440. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. '] 



QuangN.Vo 10/18/07 
Patent Examiner 
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